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Notes
A few necessary notes: first, spelling.  There is no uniform system of transliteration for Arabic into English.  For that reason, you will often see the same word spelled various ways in various sources: e.g., Mohammad, Muhammad, Mohammed.  We have chosen to use the most academically accepted system, and have tried to be uniform in its application throughout the Guide.  The Arabic letters hamza and ‘ayn are both transcribed as commas (e.g., ‘Ali), while the long vowels are represented by ā, ī, and ū.
Second: personal names.  Arabs do not have surnames in the Western sense; rather, they use a modified patronymic system coupled with a tribal name.  An Arab’s full name is usually a string of four names: his personal name, his father’s name, his grandfather’s name, and then his tribal name.  Thus, Saddām Hussayn is – fully – Saddām Hussayn Abdalmajīd al-Tikrītī; his son, ‘Uday, was ‘Uday Saddām Hussayn al-Tikrītī, not “‘Uday Hussayn.”  
Third, a word of caution.  Security should be a priority moving around the IZ; you should remain fully aware at all times of the security climate along with that of the facility you are visiting.  
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Many of the places mentioned in this Guide are off-limits to the casual visitor.  Many are in very bad structural shape and are considered dangerous to enter, and others are not considered open to visitors unless previous arrangements have been made. 
Entering any compound or guarded building must be done with caution.  Guards, whether military or civilian, can shoot first then ask questions. Requesting permission from building occupants or the IZ landlord, the Joint Area Support Group (JASG-C) located in the basement of the U.S. Embassy Annex, is highly recommended.
While moving around the IZ, you should observe the force protection posture of the facility or base you are entering and be aware of ingress and egress routes, shelters, and safe areas wherever you go.  The biggest threat in the IZ is indirect fire or rocket or mortar attacks; you should plan accordingly before venturing out.
Finally, the disclaimer: All of the information in this Guide was compiled by the Authors from open, public sources.  This is especially true where military units or their postings are concerned, and even in cases where unit information is public, we have gone to pains to leave out current information which might be viewed as transgressing “OpSec” concerns.  Any views which might be expressed herein are solely those of the Authors, and do not reflect those of BearingPoint, the State of Washington, the U.S. Department of State or the United States Army.  Any omissions, misstatements, or mistakes are ours. 
Brief Background

The “Green Zone” is a 4.8 sq. mi area in central Baghdad that is the main base for Coalition and Iraqi Government officials in Iraq.  Its official name is the “International Zone” or in local parlance, the IZ.  The contrasting “Red Zone” refers to anything outside the Green Zone.

Both the “red” and “green” terms originated as military designations.  Weapons are required to be in “green” status in the IZ – i.e., the weapons are required to be cleared and incapable of firing a round.  “Red” status requires the weapon to be loaded and capable of firing.
The area -- made up of most of the southern half of the Karkh District of west-central Baghdad -- was originally home to the villas of government officials, several government ministries, and a number of palaces of Saddām Hussayn and his family.  It was the nerve center of Ba’athist Iraq.
The region was taken by American forces in April 2003, in some of the heaviest fighting in Baghdad.  In the lead up to liberation, Saddām and most of the other residents of the area fled fearing arrest by Coalition forces or reprisals by Iraqis.

While several of the ministry buildings were destroyed or their physical integrity compromised by air strikes, a sizeable number of buildings, homes, villas, and land were simply left abandoned by their Ba’athist owners fleeing arrest by Coalition Forces or reprisals by Iraqis.  The Coalition Provisional Authority (CPA) administrators who arrived on the heels of the invading forces decided this left them ideal for use by Coalition administrators.  Jay Garner, head of the reconstruction team, set up his headquarters in the Republican Palace; other villas were taken by groups of government officials and private contractors.  Eventually some five thousand officials and civilian contractors settled in the area.  
The abandoned buildings were not only attractive to Coalition forces, but also to homeless Iraqis.  Among these were individuals who had lost their homes in the conflict, but many were urban poor who had been homeless or in slums before the war and saw moving into the abandoned houses as a sizeable increase in their standard of living.  
It is estimated that there continue to be several thousand of these Iraqis living in the Green Zone.  But as the present Iraqi Government (IG) has consolidated its authority, the Ministry of the Interior has begun evicting squatters from IG properties.  Lest the reader worry that these evictions are not even handed, several Coalition and international organizations have been turned out as well.
Because many of the buildings and compounds have changed hands several times since Liberation, presently serve some “hush-hush” function, or are cordoned off behind T-walls and concertina wire; and because few of the former occupants are around to give us the 25 cent tour, very few IZ residents know anything about the buildings and monuments that surround them.
So this is a small attempt to unravel some of the mystery, and debunk some of the urban legends, of our small town in big Baghdad . . .
The Physical Grid
The IZ is defined primarily by the ad-Dijlah (Tigris) River (Arabic: دجلة) which forms the Zone’s eastern and southern flanks, and az-Zawrā’ Park and the al-Kindi District on the north and west.  
The main cartographic landmarks of the IZ are the traffic circles and the four largest avenues.  While these all have official names, few people now resident here know what they were, let alone use them in conversation.  But using just the basic ones would go a long way towards alleviating a good deal of generalized directional confusion, and so towards that end here are the main.

First, the circles which -- ironically enough -- are actually known on Baghdad maps as “squares.”   There are three principal circles in the center of the IZ.  The first, with the statue commemorating the 1958 revolution is – appropriately enough – called “14th July Circle.”  The second, nearest the Monument to the Unknown Soldier, is called ‘Umān (Oman) Circle.  The third, bisected by the street that runs between the ar-Rashid Hotel and the Baghdad Convention Center, is Halab Circle – named after the city of Halab (Aleppo) in Syria.

The main north-south avenue in the IZ is 14th July Avenue (S. Arba’at Ashar Tammuz).  It runs, not surprisingly, from the 14th July Bridge, through 14th July Circle, and on past the ar-Rashid Hotel towards the old Ministry of Transportation well outside the IZ.
Fourteenth July Avenue is intersected by the two main east-west avenues: the Qādisiyyah Expressway, and al-Kindī Avenue.  The Qādissiyyah Expressway runs from the Airport (as “Route Irish”), through Checkpoint 12, past the Crossed Swords and then the Monument to the Unknown Soldier, into ‘Umān Circle; at that point it becomes al-Mas’udi Avenue, named after ‘Abu al-Hasan ‘Ali ibn al-Husayn al-Mas’udi (c. 896-956), the “Arab Herodotus.”
The street running from the USAID compound/Liberty MWR around past the Palace through to 14th of July Circle is Hayfā’ Street (although some maps show it as “Palace Street” once it crosses the Qādissiyyah Expressway and bends towards the Palace).  At 14th July Circle, Hayifā’ Street becomes al-Kindi Avenue which runs past the new U.S. Embassy and just past FOB Union III at the al-Khair River and thence under the expressway to Dimashq (Damascus) Street.  It is named after the al-Kindī District through which it runs, which was named for the noted 9th Century scientist, mathematician, physician and calligrapher Abū-Yūsuf Ya’qūb ibn Ish’āq al-Kindī (Arabic: أبو يوسف يعقوب ابن إسحاق الكندي).   

Finally, there are two streets which, while they do not traverse the IZ, are still important thoroughfares.  The street running from across the Jumhūriyyah Bridge between the ar-Rashīd Hotel and the Baghdad Convention Center and turning into a freeway at Halab Circle is Yāfah Street.  The street running from just before FOB Union III and forming the western border of az-Zawrā’ Park, between the Crossed Swords and the ‘Adnān Palace, is Zaytun (“Olive”) Street

Monuments and Statues
The Monument to the Unknown Soldier [33°18'29"N 44°23'21"E]
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The Monument is the largest structure in the IZ and is located to the west of ‘Umān Circle.  The first thing to note about this monument is that, despite being popularly known as the “Tomb of the Unknown Soldier” it is not a tomb at all; it does not contain a body, rumors to the contrary.  Hence the official name: Monument to the Unknown Soldier.
The Monument was designed by Khālid ar-Rahal, and like many of the public monuments in the IZ was inspired by the glorification of a martyr from the Iran-Iraq war.  What looks like to many as a flying saucer frozen in mid-flight, or something from a Vulcan set on Star Trek, actually represents a traditional shield (dira’a) dropping from the grasp of a dying Iraqi warrior.  
The main structure is shaped like a low, truncated cone 250 meters in diameter.  It is surrounded by slanting gir​ders of triangular sections that are covered with marble.  Red granite, stepped platforms in an elliptical form lead to the cantilevered dome and sculptures on the top.  The repeated circular and elliptical motifs are thought to echo the ancient city walls of the original Baghdad, which were circular. 
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The 550 ton cantilevered dome – often compared to an opening clam shell – represents the dira’a and is 42 meters in diameter and is inclined at an angle of 12 degrees.  Its external sur​face is clad with copper, while its inner surface features a sofitt finished with pyramidal modules of alternating steel and cop​per.  
A large water ba​sin and fountain envelop the back of the dome where it meets the promenade; the basin has been dry since the war. 
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Beneath the dome is a red glass cube sheathed in sculpted aluminum.  It is within this cube that most IZ residents believe – wrongly – that the body of the Unknown lies.  Rather, it represents the Unknown Soldier, the red Plexiglas representing the martyrs’ blood.  Visitors will note that the zig-zag aluminum pattern covering the cube is in seven layers, representing the seven heavens of Islam mentioned in the Qur’ān, Sūrah 71:15:  “See ye not how Allah hath created seven heavens in harmony . . .”
The spiral steel and glass sculpture to the left of the dome is meant to resemble the minaret of the Great Mosque in Sāmarrā’ built of clay bricks by the Caliph al-Mutawakkil in 852 ad.  The minaret -- called al-Malwiyyah -- is 52 meters tall and is patterned after the spiraled towers of ancient Mesopotamia.  Some historians believe that it predates the masjid and was built by the Caliph al-Mu'tasīm in the 830’s.
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The Baghdad rendition is entirely covered with Murano glass panels fixed on stainless steel arms which light up at night in the national colors of Iraq (white, green, red and black); Murano glass has been made in Venice, Italy, since 1291 and is renowned for its quality.  Before the war, a spotlight shone skyward from the central tube.
A wide stairway leads down into the body of the monument from behind the cube.  In the wall above the first stair landing is the Bismillah, the phrase that begins every sūrah of the Qur’an except the 9th:
بسم الله الرحمن الرحيم
(“In the name of Allah, the Most Compassionate, the Most Merciful”).  Below that was a lengthy inscription by Saddām Hussayn, but it was removed in December 2005.
The stairs continue down to two huge doors which pivot on central axes.  Passing through the doors, you enter the museum in the body of the monument.  At its center is a large column which supports the cube above.  Upturned swords representing the sword of the victorious Arab general the Battle of Qādisiyyah imbedded in glass blocks spiral upwards around the column; two seem to have become collectors items and at some point were pried from the glass blocks in which they were imbedded.
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Arrayed in semi-circles around the column are rows of acrylic cases which resemble coffins; similar cases are arrayed on the room’s wall.  Despite urban legends to the contrary, however, they are not coffins but once displayed items such as the sword of the commander at al-Qādisiyyah and Sad​dām's personal machine gun.  A blue glass band runs around the upper circumference of the room, echoing the fountains on the top of the monument.
The monument, which once figured prominently on the regime’s 10,000 dinar note, fell into serious disrepair after Liberation.  The physical plant was looted, or rusted and stopped functioning; the fountains went dry and the basins cracked.  Concertina wire festooned the promenade.  The grounds were overrun with weeds and undergrowth, and in some places were actually flooded by two small broken water mains which led – ironically for a desert – to the growth of rushes and a large population of frogs which would begin a raucous croaking every night about the time of the maghrib prayer.  

Sometime in November 2005, a decision was made to rehabilitate the monument in time for Armed Forces Day on 6 January 2006.  The overgrown grounds were plowed under, a rudimentary sprinkler system installed, and some basic landscaping done.  The entire structure was cleaned, repaired, rewired and relit during the evening, and the T-walls separating the grounds from the buildings on the north side of 14th of July Avenue were removed.  The landscaping has since had to be redone since over the summer of 2006 the plants were sparsely watered and most died.
There is now an Iraqi military honor detachment stationed at the Monument and living on-site.  They have also taken over guard duty at the entrances to the Monument’s Outer Drive in place of the previous rather casual, spotty presence of two IPs.  
Where one could previously approach the Monument from any entrance and explore it at will, one can now only come through the main southeast entrance and will likely be guided around by one of the Iraqi Army guards.  Visiting hours end around 1600 hrs.
The Crossed Swords [33°18'20"N 44°22'56"E]
The Swords of Qādisiyyah, also called the “Hands of Victory” or – as they are known by most IZ residents, the “Crossed Swords” – are the most visited and photographed site in the IZ.  They are a pair of triumphal arches.  Each arch consists of a pair of hands holding crossed swords, and mark the entrances to a parade-ground constructed to commemorate Iraq's supposed victory in the Iran-Iraq War (1980-1988).
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Their official name, the Swords of al-Qādisiyyah, is an allusion to the historical Battle of al-Qādisiyyah in 636 a.d. (Arabic: معارك القادسيّة, Ma`ārak al-Qādisiyyah). Qādisiyyah was a decisive military engagement fought between the Arab Muslim army and the Sāsānian Persian army during the first period of Islamic expansion which resulted in the Islamicization of infidel Persia and the resurrection of Mesopotamian civilization under Islamic rule.  This battle has gone down in Iraqi history as a god-given sign of Arab superiority over the Persians.

While the emotive power of the battle has been used throughout Iraqi history since then, the most notable use was the dubbing by Saddām Hussayn of his eight-year war against Iran as Qādisiyyat Saddām (“Saddām's Qādisiyyah”).  The first instance of this naming occurred on 2 April 1980, a half-year before the outbreak of hostilities, on the occasion of a visit by Saddām to al-Mustansiriyyah University in Baghdād, where a bomb attack the previous day had injured his Vice President, Tarīq ‘Azīz.  Saddām blamed the newly-founded Islamic Republic of Iran and, drawing the parallel to the 7th Century battle, announced:

In your name, Brothers, and on behalf of the Iraqis and Arabs everywhere we tell those [Persian] cowards and dwarfs who try to avenge al-Qadisiyyah that the spirit of al-Qadisiyyah as well as the blood and honor of the people of al-Qadisiyyah who carried the message on their spearheads are greater than their attempts.

The theme of Saddām leading a new glorious Arab conquest of the Persians permeated the Iran-Iraq War.  Paintings, speeches, coins, paper money, street names, poetry – all ran rife with Qādisiyyah themes, especially in the IZ.  The freeway beginning at ‘Umān Circle and running to Checkpoint 12 and beyond to BIAP is called the “Qādisiyyah Expressway,” the apartment blocks on al-Kindi Avenue east of FOB Union III are called the “Qādisiyyah Apartments,” and the motif runs rampant at the Monument of the Unknown Soldier.
In 1986 (two years before the war's end), the government of Iraq began the construction of a festival and parade ground in az-Zawrā’ Park, near the extensive presidential complex in the center of Baghdad.  Known as “Grand Festivities Square,” it comprised a large parade ground, an extensive reviewing stand and pavilion, and the two arches. 

One of Iraq's leading sculptors, Adil Kāmil, was commissioned to design the arches.  His design consisted of a pair of massive hands emerging at 45˚ angles from the ground, each holding a 140 foot long sword.  While they were supposed to have been designed to be the highest triumphal arches in the world, engineering considerations kept them to a height of 40 meters; the Arc de Triomphe in Paris instead holds that title at 49.5 meters (162 ft.). 
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The swords are modeled after that carried by the victorious Arab general, Sa`ad ibn ‘Abī Waqqās, at the Battle of al-Qādisiyyah.  A small flagpole flying the Iraqi flag rises from the point where the swords meet, below which is the Bismillah in raised metal lettering.  

Kāmil used photographs of Saddām as his model for the design of the hands. When Kāmil died in 1987 (he was not, as the IZ urban myth holds, killed by Saddām because he made the latter’s hands look “old and unmanly”), with the monument incomplete, his position was assumed by fellow artist and Iraq’s preeminent sculptor, Muhammad Ghani Hikmet.

Muhammad Ghani (b.1929) was a very versatile sculptor who graduated from the Institute of Fine Arts in Baghdad in 1952 where he studied under Jawad Salim, and in 1958 graduated from the Academy of Fine Arts in Rome, where he mastered the techniques of bronze casting. Yet his European experience did not erase his profound sense of belonging and deep rooted Iraqi heritage. He displays deep concern for the human figure, often female or mother and child, which he depicts in almost abstract terms. His monumental sculptures too, contain an intimacy which allows the observer to relate to them.

Ghani was a member of the Baghdad Modern Art Group which was led by Jawad Salim and for whom he had enormous respect. And although he was often inspired and initially influenced by Jawad, he rarely imitated him.  

He executed a number of monuments around the Country, including: the poet al-Mutannabi (in bronze), Abu Jā'far al-Mansur (the first Abbasid Caliph -- in stone), and Hammurabi.  He is also well known for his reliefs, design of medals, and door carvings.  Ghani is probably best known for his sculpture of Murjana, the housekeeper in the story “’Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves” in Baghdad’s ‘Ali Baba Square.  
In completing the work on the hands, Ghani personally took an impression of one of Saddām's thumbs, and the resulting fingerprint was added to the mold for the hands holding the swords.

The arches were cast by an international consortium led by the foundry H+H Metalform GmbH – located in Ahlen, Nordrhein-Westfalen, Germany -- and including the British Morris Singer Founders.  The guns of Iraqi soldiers – “the glorious martyrs” -- killed in the Iran-Iraq war were used to make the bronze alloy from which the arches are cast.  Each blade weighs 24 tons.

[image: image10.jpg]


As a counterpoint to the Swords, the helmets of 2,500 Iranian soldiers killed during the war are held in metal nets at the base of each hand.  A cursory inspection of the helmets shows many are pierced with bullet holes.  
Additional helmets are buried in the concrete road surface under each arch like small speed bumps so that they are continually “trampled” by vehicle and pedestrian traffic – a symbolic and repeated humiliation.  
The current [2005-2006] asking price with local “entre​preneurs” for a helmet is $50.  This has led to a marked increase in the number of helmets being torn out of the concrete over the past year.
The juxtaposition of the two metals, and the source from which they came, is meant to drive home the victory the monument celebrates.  The enemy is symbolized using a brute materiality of base metal, marking defeat (the helmets also having the aspect of skulls), while the "martyrs" and their struggle are elevated above, the swords being symbols of Iraqi independence and power.

When Saddām inaugurated his triumphal arches on 8 August 1989, he rode under them on a white horse.  The choice of mount carried a triple allusion: first, to the steed of Hussayn, the Shī'ī hero martyred at nearby Karbalā’ in 680 (an admittedly odd choice for a Sunni), second, to the steed ridden by the victorious Arab general at the Battle, Sa`d ibn Abī Waqqās; and third, to King Faysal bin Hussayn I (Saddām wore the same ceremonial attire the king wore during official state ceremonies)

The Swords were not destroyed during the 1991 Gulf War, although General Norman Schwarzkopf wanted to correct that oversight during the 2003 invasion of Iraq.  According to Gen. Schwarzkopf:
I had spoken to Powell regularly throughout the day . . . .  At ten p.m., I called to give him a final update. I was tired; at the end of the conversation I heard myself say how much I'd like to blow up the giant Saddam statue and the Victory Arch in downtown Baghdad.  The Victory Arch, a monument to the war against Iran, was a huge sculpture of two hands, said to be Saddam's, holding two swords crossed.  We'd spared both the statue and the Victory Arch during the air campaign because they weren't military targets. To my surprise, Powell was all for it -- although he suggested we check with the President first. Pentagon lawyers vetoed the idea a couple of days later . . .
The Swords have become the epitomal backdrop to everyone’s “Look Ma, I’m in Baghdad” photo op.  It is rumored that the IG plans on demolishing the swords when it retakes full jurisdictional control of the IZ in 2007 (see below).
The three reviewing stands that line the south side of the parade avenue were built to accommodate Saddām and his officials during the parades.  The central stand has a ship’s prow-like front at the top of which – one story off the ground – is the central dais from which Saddām reviewed his troops and people.  This dais was often the scene of some of the most memorable photographs of Saddām, proving is martial prowess by firing off a rifle with one hand
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The dais supported two large, comfortable chairs for Saddām and a guest – which have since disappeared.  A tube on each side of the chair blew super-cooled air on to both to keep them cool during summer parades.  A marble podium directly in front of the chairs held a control panel and microphone system.

The building contained reception areas, a restaurant, private rooms for Saddām to “freshen up” before his appearances, and three helipads for Saddām and his two accompanying attack helicopters.  The interior of the building has been completely stripped, and the marble walls covered with graffiti by successive rotations of U.S. troops (including a Coast Guard contingent).  If you examine the dates on the graffiti, however, you’ll note that most of them post-date the 2003 Invasion by an average of two years.
There are two reviewing stands meant for lesser mortals to the east and west of the central building.  The chairs there are not air conditioned, and are more akin to stadium seating in the U.S.  A growing number of them seem to be disappearing and likely finding their way into rec rooms worldwide.  The large billboard-size metal structures adjacent to both the west and east wings are Jumbotrons used to broadcast the parades to the assembled multitudes in the park north of the parade avenue.
The ground floor of the western wing is also home to one of Baghdad’s lesser-known museums: the Museum of Presents to His Excellency the President.  The building at one time housed presents given to Saddām Hussayn from foreign governments as well as his own adoring populace.  The building, like many in Baghdad, was stripped bare during Liberation.  Also at some point, the extensive basement was flooded and is now a stagnant cesspool.
In the third week of February 2007, the Iraqi Government (through a government body called the “Committee for Removing Symbols of the Saddam Era”) made the surprise decision to dismantle the swords as a vestige of the former regime that had worn out its welcome.  The decision was not publicly announced, and it was not until 20 February that it became clear something was afoot: a giant crane appeared and workers used a blow torch to cut away the flagpole and the takbīr (allāhu akbar الله أكبر) from the tips of the swords.
Later in the day, workers removed the sheathing on one thumb, tore out the nets containing the Iranian helmets, removing the hilts on the swords, and cut through a few of the supporting structural elements in preparation for the demolition on 21 February.  By the end of the day though, word of the impending demolition spread around the IZ and people began showing up as the sunset to get last pictures of the monument.
Word also made it to the press, however, and a series of articles appeared in the press the next day decrying the proposed demolition.  Several Iraqi groups joined suit, including the Iraq Memory Foundation, which seeks to preserve the legacy of the Saddam regime as an educational tool.  Whatever the impetus, the work was halted the next day and remains in limbo.
The “Clock Tower” [33°18'09.69"N 44°22’29.64"E]
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Since it is not technically within the IZ – it is just on the other side of the T-walls lining the north side Qādisiyyah Expressway – I should have included this in the “Skyline” section.  But it is so close as to be easily spied from a number of IZ vantage points along the Expressway and al-Kindi Street, and it can actually be entered through what is locally known as the “Secret Door” so I included it here.
Built to commemorate the Arab Summit of 1980, the octagonal-shaped clock faces poise atop a pyramidal glass tower.  It all stands in the center of a large octagonal building surrounded by geometric gardens and a long central promenade to the street entrance.  
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The building was a point of pride to the Saddām re​gime, and ap​peared on the back of the ID 100 dinar note.  It was even used to site his personal museum for a few years.
The tower served as a sniper position used by Iraqi forces in March 2003 and received heavy fire in return which destroyed the clock mechanisms and two of the clock faces, which appear to be frozen at 7:50.  The rest of the building has since been restored and is now the home to the Central Criminal Court of Iraq.  

Access is very limited.  Those roaring down the Qādisiyyah Expressway may have noticed a rusty metal door in the T-walls on the north side of the road just before the al-Kindi Overpass.  Known among the cognoscenti as “the Secret Door,” and often surrounded by humvees, SUVs with Warlocks, and other similar vehicles, it is rumored – authoritatively in my opinion -- to be the entrance from the IZ into the RZ and the Criminal Court.
14th of July Circle Statue [33°18'07.89"N 44°23'55.90”E]
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The Statue, the “Square” (actually a circle) that it stands in, the avenue that bisects it, and the nearby bridge are all named in honor of the 14 July 1958 military coup led by ‘Abdulkarīm Qāssim (1914-1963) which overthrew the Iraqi Hashemite monarchy and created the Republic of Iraq.  The date is not, as many believe, the day the Arab Socialist Ba’ath Party was founded nor the date it took power in a coup on 17 July 1968.
The statue was made by Iraqi artist Miram as-Sa’di and unveiled in 1963. It portrays three Iraqi soldiers moving forward toward the Presidential Palace with a fourth fallen at their feet symbolizing that one in four soldiers that took part in the coup attempt died.  The stone plinth upon which it stands is a favorite posting spot for political campaign posters.
14th of July Bridge [33°17'44.55"N 44°23'59.42”E]
The 14th of July (Arba’taashar Tamuz) Bridge was Baghdad’s first suspension bridge, and was built to link the Karkh and Karradah districts on either side of the Tigris River.  It was named in honor of 14 July 1958 military coup led by ‘Abdulkarīm Qāssim which overthrew the Iraqi Hashemite monarchy and created the Republic of Iraq (see previous entry for 14th of July Circle).
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It was damaged during the first Gulf War, but was never repaired by the former regime.  After an engineer’s survey showed it was unsafe for use, Coalition forces closed the bridge to vehicular traffic when they entered Bagh​dad in April 2003. While the bridge was closed, people had to spend an extra twenty minutes to drive around the river over the next nearest alternative.
Repairs to the bridge were made over the summer, and the bridge was reopened to traffic after a ribbon-cutting ceremony on 25 October 2003; in fact, all of 14th July Avenue was reopened to civilian traffic.  The newly opened route went a long way towards alleviating traffic congestion on the east side of the river.  That benefit was, however, short-lived.  A bomb attack in central Baghdad on 13 November 2003 prompted the Coalition to close the Bridge again. 
While work was being conducted on the bridge, a temporary wooden structure was erected underneath it.  There is one lane on either side of the steel bridge structure, supported by pilings driven into the river.  Originally open only to pedestrian traffic, in 2006 it was opened to Iraqi vehicular traffic as well.  Because the pilings are so close together, were the Tigris presently navigable barge and other shipping traffic could not travel north of this span.
The Bridge is presently Checkpoint 11, and is open only to Coalition traffic on the top span and Iraqi pedestrian and vehicular traffic on the bottom.  The Red Zone end is the scene of frequent VBIED attacks.
Hammurabi Statue [33°19'03.91"N 44°24'09.79”E]
On the northeast side of Haifa Street, just before the Assassin’s Gate in a break in the T-walls, is a statue of King Hammurabi (circa 1810 b.c. to 1750 b.c.).  Hammurabi was the sixth king of the city-state of Babylon, and the first king of the Babylonian Empire.  He is best known for compiling all the kingdoms basic laws into a single, comprehensive corpus circa 1780 b.c. and having them carved on stone stelae and placed in public squares in the kingdom.
The glory of Babylon was a motif often invoked by Saddām, who continually compared Iraq with Babylon and himself with the great kings of Babylon, especially Hammurabi and Nebuchadnezzar II.   The city of Babylon was located near present-day al-Hillah in Babil Governorate.

The sculpture is by Iraq’s preeminent regime-era sculptor, Muhammad Ghanni, who also sculpted the hands holding the Crossed Swords (q.v.) and several other well-known sculptures in Baghdad.  Hammurabi is shown in his role as “Law Giver.”  He thrusts one foot purposefully forward, one arm extended and a metal hoop and short rod, symbolic of his authority one foot forward, his arm extended.  
Palaces

As-Salām Palace (FOB Prosperity)
[image: image16.emf]As-Salām Palace is located on the site of the former Republican Guard Headquarters, which was de​stroyed in Operation Desert Storm; it had been built in 1928 by the British as the home for King Faysal I.  
Construction of the present Palace began shortly after the conclusion of the first war.  Begun while sanctions were in effect, construction of the four-story palace was completed in September 1999 at a cost of about $100 million.  It was used primarily to house visiting foreign dignitaries, which made its location just off the Qādisiyyah Expressway which runs from the airport an added benefit.  The 814,000 sq. m. complex included orchards (orange, lime, date and other fruit trees), a series of artificial pools, lakes, and ponds, outdoor patios with freestanding hearths, and related out-buildings.
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United States forces attacked the palace by air in 2003, hitting it with seven guided bombs.  The evidence of those strikes is readily apparent today in the ravaged dome and upper floors of the main palace building.  Looters struck next, making off with everything including the toilets. 
The Military moved in soon thereafter, and the area was named LSA (Logistical Support Area) Highlander.  As late as September 2003, there were between 2,500 and 3,000 people living on the approximately ten acres surrounding the palace, the division being around 1,000 civilians and 1,500-2,000 military.   

Troops were billeted mostly in giant trailer parks radiating out in blocks from the main building; some unfortunate people lived on cots in the north wing, and the really unfortunate ones in 500-to-a-tent tents full of bunk beds on the front “lawn.”  This section became known humorously as “Camp Arkansas,” because it consisted of hundreds of trailers on an ugly expanse of dirt. 

In mid-September 2004, as part of an Army-wide effort to give coalition facilities around Baghdad friendlier connotations, and to try to resolve the issue of constantly-changing facility names, Camp Highlander was renamed FOB Prosperity, with its Arabic equivalent "Camp al-‘Izdahar.”
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Until April 2004, the Camp was the home of the 1/161st Infantry Battalion, from Washington State's 81st Infantry Brigade.  It was attached to the 3rd Brigade Combat Team of the 1st Cavalry Division.  Although they have long since departed, their touch remains.  Street and lake signs still stand referencing Washington geographical features, such as one near one of the ponds that reads “Lake Issaquah.”  

Speaking of lakes and ponds, the "Bass Boss," Ray Scott, brought his "Iraq Thanksgiving Tour 2004" to Camp Prosperity.  It is unclear whether the participants recovered any bass from the murky grey-green waters of as-Salaam’s water courses.  A possible remnant of this event is a Stars-and-Stripes painted rowboat that, until recently, was sitting forlornly in one of the ponds.
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 In December 2004, the Camp became the home of Companies C and D (“Charlie” and “Delta”), 3rd Battalion, 325th Airborne Infantry Regiment, 82nd Airborne Division (“Blue Falcons”).  Paratroopers from the 82nd Airborne began deploying to Iraq on 03 December 2004.  
The early summer of 2005, the hallways and large rooms of the main building had become a maze of plywood boards dividing the large palace interiors into living quarters, offices, storage spaces, and a small 10 room gym.  One of the largest DFAC’s in the IZ was located in the central reception hall until December 2005, when a new facility was constructed outside on the grounds.  The old DFAC then became the camp gym.
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The next FOB occupants were the 4th Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division “Vanguard.”  And at about the same time the new DFAC was constructed, the FOB became the home of the 4th Brigade Combat Team, 4th Infantry Division “Cobras.”  They are slated to be replaced by the Army’s 2nd Brigade, 1st Cavalry, in late 2006

One of the Camp’s lesser-known claims to fame is that one of its south parking lots has also been the temporary resting place of some of the “Big Giant Saddām heads” that once graced the tops of government buildings in the IZ (see, e.g., New Presidential Palace).  Three of the colossal busts stood in a row in a dusty field surrounded by tanks and other armored vehicles.  The gigantic statues show Saddām in a military uniform with a pseudo-Babylonian helmet designed to look like the dome of the al-‘Aqsā Mosque in Jerusalem.
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“Local tradition” has it that after being there a while, a soldier in charge of such things was required to post a sign that said: “No pissing on the Heads.”  That sign was apparently ineffective, seeing as how when I first arrived in Baghdad in May 2005 the trio was surrounded by several layers of concertina wire to effectuate the same purpose.

Sometime in December, with the change in BCT/ID ownership of the Camp, the statues were reduced by one.  Apparently, with the permission of the Iraqi Government, one of the heads was dismantled and shipped to either Ft. Hood or Ft. Benning or Ft. Bragg (my sources conflict – no one seems in a hurry to “fess up” to the transfer).  The fate of the others remains unclear, although as of December 2006 the top part of the helmet on one of the two remaining statues has vanished.
New Presidential Palace (as-Sijūd Palace)
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The turquoise-tile domed as-Sijūd Palace sits on the north bank of the Tigris River/reservoir in the Janain District.  It was known as the “New Presidential Palace,” (NPP) to differentiate it from the “Old Presidential Palace” (OPP) to the northeast.  This was where Saddām lived a majority of the time that he was in what is now the IZ; and where he often worked.

The site was the subject of UN weapons inspections on 1-2 April 1998, and again on 2 December 2002.  After Liberation, a number of military facilities occupied the building and various parts of the grounds, principally: Camp Grey​wolf, which as part of the IZ renaming program of 2004 was renamed Camp Union I (al-Tawhīd al-‘Awal); and Camp Warrior, renamed in September 2004 as Camp Union II (al-Tawhīd al-Thani).
  It is for this reason the FOB Union (q.v.) across the street is known as Union III.
In April 2005, the palace and its grounds became home to the Republic of Georgia’s coalition forces – the 550 member, U.S. Marine Corps trained, 13th Light Infantry Battalion -- and was renamed FOB Shavnabada.  
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The 13th LIB, founded in 1992 in southeast Georgia, is called the "Shavnabada" Battalion – “shavnabada” means “black cloak” in reference to a type of cloak worn by medieval warriors, and the Shavnabada mountain range where Georgia’s patron saint, St. George, appeared before his troops in a black cloak and lead them to victory.  The battalion's crest includes the word "Shavnabada" in Georgian, and the battalion's symbol, the Griffin, over the number 13.

The Georgians were tasked primarily with providing security for the ar-Rashid Hotel, the approach to the Baghdad Convention Center and the Prime Minister’s Office, and the BCC itself. They were attached to the U.S. Army’s 4th Brigade Combat Team, 3rd Infantry Division, and wore the 3rd Inf. Div. patch as the unit's combat patch during their deployment.
On 10 September 2005, the 21st Battalion of the Kutaisi 2nd Brigade left Georgia for Iraq to take Shavnabada’s place.  The 13th LIB rotated back to their base at Vaziani, Georgia, on 9 October 2005.  After the change in commands, the FOB was re​named FOB Sharkevelo.

Two different compounds flanked the NPP in its heyday.  Along the river west of bridge and east of the NPP was the “Tigris Compound” (Mujamma' ad-Dijla) which housed the government’s top eschelons: the Revolutionary Command Council, Regional (Iraqi) Leadership, and Saddām's son Udayy.  West of the NPP to just over the small al-Khayr River was the was "Qādisiyyah Compound” (Mujamma' al-Qādisiyyah"), housing government ministers and their party parallels
The Palace and the compounds line the north bank of a man-made reservoir created by removing the eastern third of the oddly-named ‘Umm al-Khanazir Island (“Island of the Pigs,” formerly used as a holiday park for Saddām's security forces) and constructing a levee from the remnants of the island to the shore near the 14th of July Bridge.  A large pumping station near the western foot of the bridge pumped water from the river through a filtration system into the east end of the reservoir.  The reservoir’s purpose was purely recreational: it provided a somewhat cleaner, reliable source of aquatic recreation (swimming, boating, and fishing) for the children of the elite whose houses lined the north bank.  
Ba’ath Party Headquarters (Camp Union III)

Across from the as-Sijud Palace is FOB Union III, a Coalition military encampment that takes in the former international arm of the Arab Socialist Ba’ath Party (حزب البعث العربي الاشتراكي) headquarters and barracks belonging to the Presidential guards. At the far western end of the compound is the tomb for the founder of the Ba’ath Party, Michel ‘Aflaq

Ba’ath Party World HQ
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A large, imposing, yet unfinished, structure at the center of the FOB was the Pan-Arab Command of the Ba’ath Party – the purely propaganda value “world headquarters” of Ba’athism.

The present structure was actually a shell being constructed over two preexisting buildings to join them into a larger whole.  The central dome and great hall beneath it were once the open space between the two buildings.  It was about seventy percent completed when the war broke in March 2003. 
Cranes were still working up to the beginning of the campaign and provided sniper positions for Iraqi forces as the Coalition troops entered the city from the airport.  Today, the outer corridors have been completed, but little else; the crane over the beginnings of the dome support has sat idle since 2003.
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Built of the same stone as most of the other official structures in the RZ, there is one decorative feature that sets it apart from all those other buildings: both its entrance gate and the main building are decorated with the symbol of the Pan-Arab Command (an eagle with wings spread forming a map of the Arab countries from Morocco across northern Africa to the tip Somalia and the Arabian Peninsula) rather than the ubiquitous letters ص and ح (sād and hā’, the monogram initials of Saddām Hussayn).  
Enter the central door on the south side of the building and you can see where ordnance that struck the building during the war collapsed the ornate ceiling.  It also gives one a good perspective on how poorly constructed most of the embargo-era buildings were; cement pours riddle with air pockets, and questionable rebar.
The FOB has been home to several U.S. military units related to those occupying FOB Prosperity (q.v.).  The most recent (Fall 2006) occupants were the 4th ID’s 2nd Battalion, 77th Field Artillery from Ft. Hood. Texas..
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It has also housed the 100 or so members of the Australian SecDet (security detachment), the primary role of which is to provide protection and escort for the Australian Government personnel working at the Australian Embassy located in the IZ.  In 2005, it was SecDet VII, and included infantrymen from the 6th Battalion Royal Australian Regiment, Australian Light Armored Vehicles (ASLAVs) and crews from the 2nd/14th Light Horse Regiment (Queensland Mounted Infantry) and a detachment of Military Police from the 1st Military Police Battalion.
Michel ‘Aflaq’s Tomb
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At the western-most end of the FOB, tucked into the sliver of land at the intersections of al-Kindi Avenue and the Qādisiyyah Expressway, is a small turquoise-domed building that most people mistake for a mosque.  However, it’s missing one telltale archi​tectural feature which differ​entiates mosques from other domed buildings: it has no minaret.

No, not a mosque; it is instead the tomb of Michel ‘Aflaq (Arabic: ميشيل عفل), the ide​ological founder of Ba’athism, a form of Arab nationalism and the driving force behind Saddām’s regime.   Born in 1910 in Damascus, Syria to a middle class Greek Orthodox family, he was educated in the westernized schools in French Mandate Syria, where he was a star pupil and then went to university at the Sorbonne in Paris where he first developed his ideals. He tried to combine socialism with the vision of a Pan-Arab nation, and became committed to Arab unity and the freeing of the Middle East from Western colonialism.
[image: image31.jpg]


In 1949, ‘Alflaq served as Syria's education minister for a short period.  In 1952, he left Syria, escaping from the new regime, returning two years later in 1954. ‘Aflaq went on to play an important role in the achievement of the short-lived political unity between Syria and Egypt in 1958.

Although the governments that took power in Syria beginning with a 1963 coup were Ba’athist in membership, they adhered less and less to ‘Aflaq’s principles.  Eventually, he fled Damascus and took up residence in Iraq where another Ba’ath party had taken root.  While this party also failed to follow most of ‘Aflaq's tenets, his continued residence in the country became a propaganda symbol for the regime of Saddām Hussein: the founder of Ba’athism would never live anywhere but in the beacon of pure Ba’athist thought and practice.  
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He died on 23 June 1989.  After his death, the Iraqi government announced that he had converted to Islam in his last days.  Some who knew him did not believe this claim, since he was always a staunchly secular modernist thinker albeit influenced by the Christian mysticism of Dostoyevski to which he was exposed while studying European literature at the Sorbonne.  It is widely believed that the Iraqi government made the claim because it was “inconvenient” that the founder of Ba’ath pan-Arabism was a Christian.
The tomb, designed by Chadagee, is widely regarded as one of the few architectural gems in the IZ.  Built from the same pale yellow stone as many of the public buildings in the Zone, it is surmounted by a turquoise tiled dome circled with yellow tile Arabic inscriptions in Kufic script.  

In the middle of the interior, under the open dome, is a simple marble sarcophagus.  It is inscribed in Kufic script with Sūrah 103 -- al-‘Asr:

By (the token of) Time (through the ages),

Verily Man is in loss,

Except such as have Faith, and do righteous deeds,

and (join together) in the mutual teaching of Truth,

and of Patience and Constancy.
Two marble staircases wind down to the basement, where there was once a museum dedicated to ‘Aflaq.  Like most other museums in the IZ, it was stripped bare during the invasion.  
Until recently (Summer 2006), the tomb was being used rather irreverently as one of the FOB’s two gyms on the ground level, as this photo shows, and as barracks on the lower museum level.  In August 2006, though, the building was cleared and is presently unoccupied.
‘Adnān Palace (Ministry of the Interior)
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Despite its prominent location (between the Clock Tower (q.v.) and the Crossed Swords (q.v.)), its unique shape (it’s the only pyra​midal building in the IZ), and its current function, there is little concrete information generally available on the ‘Adnān Palace.

While rumored to have been the palace of one of Saddām’s sisters, or of his mistresses, it was actually built in 1994 in part as a memorial to ‘Adnān Khayrallah Talfāh (خير الله طلفاح عدنان).  Born in 1941, ‘Ad​nān was the cousin, brother-in-law, and lifelong friend of Saddām Hussayn; Sajidah Khayrallah Talfāh, Saddām’s first wife, was his sister.  
‘Adnān was a member of the member of the Ba’ath's Regional Command, he served as Minister of Defense from October 1977, and Deputy Prime Minister from October 1982.  Although groomed as Saddām’s eventual successor, he died under somewhat mysterious circumstances in a helicopter crash on 5 May 1989.  
‘Adnān Khayrallah’s untimely death is generally attributed to a public disagreement with Saddām over an affair Saddām had with the wife of the head of ‘Iraqiyyah Airways.  ‘Adnān, the brother of Saddām’s wife, took umbrage with Saddām’s actions and sided with his sister’s rather public complaints about her cheating husband – a betrayal in Saddām’s eyes; Saddām's uncle Khayrallah also expressed unhappiness with the situation.  Soon thereafter, Khayrallah Talfāh was stripped of his possessions; and his son died in the helicopter crash; though probably an accident, is widely believed to have been arranged by Saddām.
The Palace was designed by ‘Ali Hassun al-Jaduri, and was initially used as an exhibition space for art exhibits.  It is labeled “Art Center” or “Art Museum” on many city maps predating the 2003 invasion.  At some point after 2003, however, it became the home of the central, Green Zone offices of the Ministry of the Interior, and is still being used in that capacity.
While most urban legends in the IZ predate the invasion, one spawned on the grounds of this palace actually postdates it: and it’s true.  This is where the legendary “Baghdad Country Club” (BCC) got its start.  Begun in the MOI Officer’s Club dining room, a number of American and British staffer’s would hold after-hours parties in the space which soon took on a cachet of its own: sort of a mini version of Studio 54 in its heyday -- obscure locale, hard to get into, power brokers with exclusive guest lists and colored wristbands at the door.
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Unfortunately, by about the Summer of 2005, management began to become a little less than enthused about the goings-on, and many of the original organizers began rotating out of Baghdad, a combination which eventually spelled the death knell for the BCC.  It lives on now only in memories, local legend, and the name of the BCC Winery – a liquor store, bar, and restaurant in the Greek Theater district of the IZ.
The “Palace”

The Republican Palace, also known as the Presidential Palace or the “Old” Presidential Palace (to differentiate it from the New Presidential Palace located to the southwest) is the largest of the palaces commissioned by Saddām Hussein and was his preferred place to meet visiting heads of state.  Sited on the western banks of the Tigris River, I have spoken to several local Iraqis who contend that its site on a bend in the river was chosen because a microclimate exists there making the area slightly cooler than the rest of the city in summertime.

[image: image35.jpg]


The domed palace, with its two sweeping wings, measures about a half mile in length, according to the UN’s List of Presidential Palaces.  The central structure was built by the British in the 1930’s, but was substantially overhauled in 1957-58; the principal facing material in the building is sandstone from Maysan Governorate.

Badly damaged in air strikes in January 1991, it was rebuilt and enlarged over the course of the next few years  It was during the renovations in the 1990’s that the North and South Wings were added, nearly tripling its original size.  
Saddām Hussayn ordered his name carved on every 50th brick that was used in the new wings.  These bricks – bearing Saddām’s name, the date, and the Ba’ath “square-on-square” symbol -- can be seen through a glass panel the left of the conference room across from the internal, secured entrance to the North Wing.  
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Saddām had similarly memorialized himself in 1985, when bricks used in reconstructing the ancient city of Babylon (near today’s al-Hillah) were inscribed: "This was built by Saddām Hussayn, son of Nebuchadnezzar, to glorify Iraq.”  By inscribing the bricks with his name, Saddām sought to link himself to the greatest kings of the ancient Babylonian Empire -- both to Nebu​chadnezzar,
 and to Ur-Nammu (21st Century b.c.), who inscribed the bricks used in building the great Ziggurat of Ur with the phrase: "Ur-Nammu, king of Ur, who built the temple of Nanna.”
Coalition forces largely spared the palace during its “shock and awe” raid in the 2003 Liberation of Iraq, aside from small attacks on January 18, 19, 22 and February 13.  The Palace briefly housed the Coalition Provisional Authority, and since that time has housed the U.S. Embassy Annex.
In early December 2003, Iraqi contractors removed the giant Saddām Hussayn heads from the pylons at the corners of the Palace.  Two remain in storage placed face down in a small plot to the south of the Palace’s south wing.   

Because of operational security concerns, most further details about the interior of the building are omitted.  The central entrance opens into a huge domed rotunda with an opaque skylight in the middle.  A large stone mosaic over the southeast door showing Saddām surrounded by children has long been covered by a tarpaulin.
Aside from the impressive central rotunda, one of the most interesting rooms in the Palace is known as the “Scud Room.”  One of the official reception rooms during the regime, there is a prominent mural on the wall behind where the dais used to be showing a number of SCUD missiles winging their way into the sky – presumably to destroy Israel or other enemies of Iraq.
Believer’s, or “the Bunker,” Palace
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There are a plethora of misconceptions about this facility and the bunker system that underlies it: that it was built several stories deep in the ground, that Saddām lived there over a long period of time, or that it went undiscovered for a long time.  All three are incorrect.  

Basically, the palace is a cap over a complex bunker system.  The bunker was intended to shield Saddām and his governing cronies in the event of attack by Iran, the United States or other “enemy.”

"It could withstand the shock wave of a nuclear bomb the size of the Hiroshima, one detonating 250 meters away, and temperatures of more than 570°,” said Karl Esser of Munich, Germany, a security consultant who designed the bunker.  It was, he said, basically impenetrable. 
Esser, who had his own company, Schutzraumtechnik Esser GmbH, was approached by a local German company in the early '80s to help with the design and construction of an Iraqi bunker project.  That company was the presently-defunct Vereinigte Werkstätten, which was subcontracted by Boswau & Knauer, which merged into what is now the Walter Bau-AG building group.

Construction took place at a time when western companies were legally supplying Saddām with arms and equipment during the 1980-88 Iran-Iraq war, and was completed in 1983.  Esser said in a series of media interviews in March 2003 that he met with Saddām numerous times after the construction got underway, including one three-hour session where the two discussed the plans for the bunker in minute detail.
Esser explained his faith – pride is probably a better word -- in his own construction talents at the time: "If they want to get at Saddām, they would have to level the Palace completely, and get rid of all the debris.  They would then need to hit the site with their 80 Kilo Tomahawks sixteen at the same spot to get through.  That's sixteen times.  Then they need to know exactly where he is in the bunker.  Is he on the toilet, or in bed?   I'm pleased my bunker has proved up to the job," he beamed.  "The order went out to Germany to construct it because in Iraq in general, and with Saddām in particular, the motto "Made in Germany" -- whether it be cars, furniture or bunkers [or the Crossed Swords, q.v.] -- stood for something," added the architect.

The bunker, codenamed “Project 305,” was estimated to cost around $13,000,000 for the concrete and steel alone.   The final costs however rose to an estimated $114,000,000 dollars.  Contributing to the costs were the fact that while designed as a military command and control center, Saddām could still not resist the design lure of gold-inlay on the light switches, the mother-of-pearl toilet paper roll holders, and marble tiling in the conference room.  The Munich company Vereinigte Werkstätten was commissioned to provide all the wood and fittings for the rooms – some 1,800 square meters of space in all.
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Twenty Germans over​saw a con​struc​tion team of 120 Filipinos and hundreds of local Iraqi laborers; the Germans christened it the "Führer​bunker of Baghdad."   The walls were built to a thickness of nine feet; the electronics are protected by special insulation to prevent them being destroyed or interrupted by graphite bombs.  The ceiling was poured steel-reinforced concrete and up to 22 feet thick. 
The bunker included an air purification system, water system, showers at the two entrances that were specially equipped for biological contami​nation, and an extensive array of halls, bunk​rooms, kitchens and rest​rooms. 
One of the more interesting engineering aspects of the bunker is its double-shelled construction.  Because the water table is so high in this part of Baghdad due in part to its proximity to the river (the bunker is about 550 meters from the river), the structure itself is situated relatively high in relation to ground level for a shelter of its kind.  The ceilings of the various rooms are only about foot below ground level. 
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The architects compensated for the inability to bury the bunker deep below ground by building a “plug” or 22 foot thick top on the bunker facility and build it fourteen feet in from the outer walls of the palace inside this superstructure was the bunker itself – with four foot thick walls separated from the outer walls by a two-foot gap and held in place by a system of rubber connectors and industrial springs.  
The design – very similar to buildings in California designed to withstand earthquakes – is meant to diffuse the shockwaves from any ordnance exploding in close proximity to the bunker.  As a back-up, though, two escape tunnels leading several hundred meters to the Tigris River are protected by steel doors weighing three tons each.  The bunker could accommodate 250 people at full capacity.
Esser remembers giving Saddām a personal tour of the bunker's features once completed, including the water tanks, electricity generators, air filters, the 30-square-meter command center, and the “electromagnetic pulse protection system” designed to shield electrical circuits from the electromagnetic pulse generated by an atomic explosion.  "He was satisfied.  He was totally friendly.  He was wearing civilian clothes and looked like an ordinary civil servant but you could tell he was important because everyone immediately went quiet when he started talking.  In the end it's not just one person getting protection, it's several people, it's the palace staff as well.  I just see it as an achievement of bunker technology."
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The palace building on top of the bunker is almost an afterthought . . . it is basically an elaborate shell designed to both hide and cushion the bunker underneath.  It was designed primarily to absorb aerial attacks, rather than to be a functional building.
The ground and first floors of the palace are actually false.  Three feet separate both floors which are made of 10 inches of steel reinforced concrete.  This configuration tricks the “smart” bombs into thinking they have penetrated into a bunker, and elicit a detonation about the actual bunker structure.  

Those rooms that were operational served mainly as meeting and conference rooms.  Like rooms in any of Saddām’s Palaces, the furnishings were opulent; small shards of its former glory can still be found in the interior rubble.  The main room of the building was a large five story rotunda atrium. A large chandelier hung from the ceiling and the walls were covered in carved marble and highly decorated plaster, bearing the omnipresent Saddām monogram. 
The name “Believers’ Palace” is a post-invasion coining.  The name comes from the inscription on the entrance that reads:

 “Do not believe what you may hear from outside the homeland, Oh Children of Ancient Mesopotamia!  You only have to look to your Leader-President, your Leader-Struggler, Saddām Hussayn.  Believe only what he tells you, and take all else as rumor and lies!”
According to the local cognoscenti, Saddām used the bunker less than 8 times since it was built, but maintained a full staff to manage its elaborate water, cooling, air filtration and electrical system in top shape so it was always ready to receive him. 
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Despite being the object of much “attention” during the Shock and Awe Campaign, and the U.S. military being in possession of the blueprints for it, and taking several direct hits, the bunker itself was never penetrated.  The palace and fakes floors served their purpose.  
In all, eight bombs exploded in the building rendering it a shell of what it used to be, but doing little if any damage to the underlying bunker itself.  That is due more to the architectural and engineering abilities of the German firm that built it, rather than the weakness of American armaments.
The central hall/atrium took two hits, which left it a complete ruin, but is sill structurally sound.  It is an eerie feeling to stand in the middle of a 25 foot crater (one of two) and gaze up at the absolutely complete destruction around you and still find pieces from the crystal chandelier intact with the gold ties still in place

Ironically, a design flaw led to the only real damage the bunker suffered.  The concussion from the bombing severed several water pipes running through the Palace flooring, and these then flooded parts of the bunker.  Even to this day some of the rooms still have an inch of putrid water teaming with some type of biological life and laced with mushrooms.
No one is sure what the Iraqi Government is going to do with the place.  Tearing the building down and building a new structure in its place has to take into account the bunker beneath it.  Because of its massive construction, digging the bunker up would be prohibitively expensive   Perhaps one day better to just restore it and turn it into a tourist attraction, or rehabilitate it as a bunker for the IG.
Miscellaneous Buildings and Grounds

Ar-Rashīd Hotel

The eighteen story ar-Rashīd Hotel is currently the only operating hotel in the Green Zone.  Built in 1983, it is named for Hārūn ar-Rashīd (Arabic: هارون الرشيد) the fifth and most famous of the Abbasid caliphs who ruled from 786 to 809.  His court was memorialized in the Tales of One Thousand and One Nights.

A former favorite haunt of the Ba’athist elite, it gained broader notoriety during the 1991 Gulf War when CNN conducted their newscasts from the hotel.   Between the Gulf War and the 2003 liberation of Iraq, the building was the main facility housing Western businessmen and diplomats in the capital, as well as the foreign press.
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A mural depicting U.S. Presi​dent George H.W. Bush with a look of grit-teethed astonish​ment on his face was inlaid in the floor of the lobby after the Gulf War.  This was intended to force any visitors to walk over his face to enter the hotel, an Iraqi sign of opprobrium; any confusion as to the intent was cleared up by the caption ”Bush is Criminal” under the portrait. The mural was dismantled by U.S. soldiers after the 2003 invasion.

After the invasion, the hotel was converted into a base for the Coalition and the American military.  It once again gained fame on 26 October 2003 when rockets struck the hotel while U.S. Deputy Defense Secretary Paul Wolfowitz was staying there.  He was unhurt, but an American colonel was killed and 17 others injured.

[image: image43.png]MRBORNE !



It was not the last time the hotel was hit.  Its location immediately abutting the border between the Red and Green Zones coupled with its height made it a popular target for small-arms, automatic, and mortar fire.

The interior is currently a shadow of its former glory.  There are two operating restaurants on the ground floor, as well as a collection of Iraqi gift and memorabilia shops (each selling almost the identical collection of Saddām currency, jewelry, and other bric-a-brac).  The restaurants are barely Zagat-worthy, and are known primarily for charging $2 for a can of soda while the going rate in the IZ is around $0.50.  What is left of the once fabled “One Thousand and One Nights Cabaret” – in keeping with the 1001 Nights theme -- on the first floor is now hidden behind its boarded-up doors.

The rooms have not fared much better; water and air conditioning are spotty at best, and the room appointments are faded and dust-laden.  Gone are the journalists of the days of yore – most of whom fled across the river to the Palestine Hotel – who first replaced by a sometimes motley collection of UN, security, and contractor staffs augmented by bands of Georgian troops coming over from the Convention Center to visit the DFAC for chow.

The DFAC was closed in the late Spring of 2006, and the U.N. moved out in the late Summer of the same year taking up residence in a compound near the south side of the Palace.

A brief linguistic note: the hotel is more properly referred to as the ar-Rashid.  The “l” in the Arabic definitive article “al” – “the” in English – changes to assimilate one of thirteen letters following it.  These are called “sun letters,” since the Arabic word for sun – shams – begins with one of them.  So instead of “al-shams,” it is pronounced “ash-shams.”  “R” is also a sun letter, so instead of “al-Rashid,” it is properly pronounced “ar-Rashid.”

Baghdad Convention Center (CC)
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Built in preparation for the 1980 Arab League Convention, the formerly named “Saddām Con​vention” and adjacent ar-Rashīd Hotel complex were meant to showcase the new and modern Iraq.   It’s most frequently referred to in acronyms as the “CC” or – from 2003 to early 2005 – as the “ICC” (the “Iraqi Convention Center”).  Attempts at calling it the “BCC” – Baghdad Convention Center – fell flat because the acronym was identical to that of the “Baghdad Country Club” (see Adnan Palace entry).
Damaged in the first Gulf War, it was rebuilt with six-foot thick concrete walls and an equally thick, hardened roof.   The building holds numerous halls – including the one that used to house the Baghdad Symphony Orchestra – meetings, and conference rooms.  A large three story atrium is ringed by a colorful mosaic depicting wild-eyed wolf-headed U.S. monsters attacking the heroic Iraqi armed forces rings the grand lobby of the Baghdad Convention Center.
The building hosted the Interim National Assembly in 2004-2005, and since March 2006 has been home to the Iraqi Council of Representatives (ICR).  Currently, the ICR and all of its constituent committees and administrative offices occupy the building.
Because of its importance, the CC has a separate ring of security around it in addition to security that mans the IZ checkpoints.  In February 2005, 150 paratroopers from A Company of the 82nd Airborne Division’s 3rd Battalion, 325th Airborne Infantry Regiment moved into the convention center to man its external checkpoints; internal checkpoints were manned by private contractor Global Security.  Eventually, the outer checkpoints were turned over to Georgian troops from FOB Sharkevelo (q.v.), and internal security was switched to the private security contractor Triple Canopy.  
However, shortly after assuming the position of Speaker of the Council of Representatives, Dr. Mahmud al-Mashhadani decided that foreign control of the internal checkpoints of the building was an affront to Iraqi sovereignty.  He consequently replaced security with Iraqi Police.
Iraqi Government  (“IG”) Building
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Located immediately southeast of the Convention Center is the Iraqi Government Building.  It is home to a myriad of Iraqi government offices, including the Government Communications Directorate, the Office of the IG Spokesman, the Office of the National Security Advisor, and others.

It was built in the early 1980’s as the Ministry of Industry and Military Industrialization.  Its front is adorned with a bas relief of metal sculpture showcasing the various industries it once controlled.  For those of a certain age and experience, it is eerily reminiscent of government buildings in the former Soviet Union.
While its title seems fairly innocuous, this Ministry was responsible for a goodly amount of Iraq’s weapons development programs.  It was run by Saddām’s cousin and son-in-law Hussayn Kāmal Hassan al-Majid, who was married to his daughter Raghid.  It was consequently also drawn up into one of the more bizarre events of Saddām’s regime.
On 07 August 1995, Hussayn and his wife, along with his brother Col. Saddām Kāmal al-Majid, and his wife, Saddām’s other daughter Rana, defected to Jordan.  In a 21 September interview, Hussayn explained:

This is what made me leave the country, the fact that Saddam Hussein surrounds himself with inefficient ministers and advisers who are not chosen for their competence but according to the whims of the Iraqi president. And as a result of this the whole of Iraq is suffering.
For the next six months, Hussayn provided the UN, the CIA, and the U.K’s MI-6 with everything he knew about Iraq’s nuclear, biological, and WMD programs.
Then, like many defectors, Hussayn began to miss home.  In February 1996, after intermediaries for Saddām Hussayn had assured them that all would be forgiven, Hussayn Kāmal and Saddām Kāmal were convinced to return to Iraq with their wives.  They returned to Baghdad on 20 February.  Bad move.

Immediately on their return, an edict was issued divorcing the brothers from Saddām’s daughters.  They holed up in one of their former residences, which were then surrounded by Saddām’s security forces.  They were eventually killed after a thirteen hour firefight.

After the 2003 invasion, the building headquartered the Iraqi Governing Council.   It has been serving its present mish-mash of functions since early 2005.  Sometime in November 2006, the bas-relief metal sculptures were all removed from the façade.
Ministry of Defense Compound and FOB Honor
Driving down Haifa Street towards the Assassin’s Gate, you will pass FOB Honor on your left and the Ministry of Defense on your right.  The ability to casually stroll through either location is minimal, since access is only allowed on a “have business” basis. 
Ministry of Defense
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The Ministry of Defense building was originally built in the 1920s by the British; it housed the Iraqi Parliament until the 1970’s, when a new parliament building was constructed and the building became the command center for Iraqi Military Forces.
A handsome facility on the outside and ornate on the inside, the building is still a target of frequent mortar attacks by anti-Iraqi forces and extreme caution should be taken when on or near the compound.
Since the structure was originally designed to house a legislature, and since the current Council of Representatives (ICR) is housed in the very ill-fitting Baghdad Convention Center (q.v.), the ICR has cast a covetous glance at the building several times since 2005.  However, since the MOD building has be retrofitted since 2003 with a large and varied assortment of state-of-the-art military and communications technology, the Ministry has so far successfully fought back any attempts by the ICR to trade locales.
FOB Honor
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FOB Honor (now Mu’askar al-Sharaf) is a sprawling site containing some twenty buildings that were the principal focus of the “shock and awe” campaign waged in March 2003.  Its main entrance is directly across from the Ministry of Defense.
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Soldiers from 3rd Squadron, 2nd Armored Cavalry Regiment (2nd ACR) were the first to move into FOB Honor in October 2003.  The FOB became colloquially known as “Wolfpack,” after the Squadron’s  nickname.  The 3rd Squadron was followed by the 4th Brigade Combat Team (“Vanguard”), 3rd ID, 6th Squadron, 8th Cavalry in January 2005.  They were followed by the 4th BCT, 4th ID (“Cobras”).  All of their respective operational duties aside, the FOB had the reputation of having one of the best DFAC’s in the IZ.
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On 31 January 2006, the U.S. Military turned over control of FOB Honor to the 5th Brigade, 6th Iraqi Army.  Col. Mike Beech, 4th BCT, 4th ID, handed over command to Col. Muhammad Wasif.  The Iraqi 5th Brigade’s 3rd Battalion occupied the area in South FOB Honor, and the 1st and 2nd Battalions occupied the area in North FOB Honor.
Hall of Meetings
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As one enters the main gate, a massive rectangular building lumbers into view.  This is the “Great Hall of Meeting (HOM).” As the name implies, the facility served as a meeting complex for the former regime.  
Built during the embargo at an extravagant cost of over $100 million, the building housed 20 small to large meeting/lecture halls.  The halls are replete with murals and artwork extolling the virtues and valor of Saddām.
Entering the main front entrance, to the right is a large mural of Saddām with only the top half still visible.  To the left is a large bronze relief showing Saddām over Nebuchadnezzar and Hammurabi leading the Iraqi army to triumph over its enemies.  
Directly inside the southern entrance is a vestibule the ceiling of which is painted with scenes from a battle during Desert Storm.  The murals depict the defeat of US forces and triumph of Iraqi troops and tanks.  To the right of the entrance in a side room is a mural of Saddām with the face missing.
Council of Ministers Building 
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Built in the mid 1980’s, this facility resembles a truncated pyramid.  It housed the Council of Ministers during the latter years of the regime, the most famous/infamous of whom was Tāriq ‘Aziz (طارق عزيز), Foreign Minister (1983–1991) and Deputy Prime Minister (1979–2003) of Iraq.  He and his staff occupied most of the third floor.

Entering the building through the front entrance and up a large ramp you are taken into a great domed room.  The building was lined with dark thick wood paneling that, when bombed, caught fire. For the most part, the building is completely gutted out and somewhat dangerous to venture through without a flashlight. 

[image: image52.jpg]


The building took front and center during the recent war because most of the journal​ists covering the war worked out of the Palestine Meridian Hotel, almost directly across the Tigris from the Ministry of De​fense. As noted in a March 22, 2003 article in the San Francisco Chronicle:
It was impossible for foreign journalists to assess the damage because they were prevented by Iraqi security from leaving their hotels, the Palestine and the al-Mansur. The hotels, a half-mile from some of the targeted areas, became the world's eyes on Baghdad, with reporters, photographers and TV cameras surveying the apocalyptic scene from the upper floors. 

The smaller badly damaged buildings to the sough of the COM were used as guest buildings for visiting ministers.
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Ibn Sinā Hospital

Formerly an exclusive hospital and clinic for Baghdad’s governing elite, it presently serves as the IZ’s CSH – “combat support hospital.”  Aside from serving as the day-to-day medical clinic for many of the IZ’s expatriate staff, it serves a much more vital function: it receives some 300 military trauma cases per month.
The hospital is named for Abū ‘Alī al-Husayn ibn ‘Abd Allāh ibn Sīnā (Arabic: أبو علي الحسين بن عبد الله بن سينا).  Born in present-day Uzbekistan (then Persia) around 980 (d. 1037), he was the author of 450 books on a wide range of subjects; many of these concentrated on philosophy and medicine.  He is considered by many to be "the father of modern medicine."  His most famous works were The Book of Healing and The Canon of Medicine, also known as the al-Qanun (full title: al-qanun fil-tibb).  His Latinized name – Avicenna – by which he is known in the West, is an anglicization of Ibn Sina, the short name by which he was known in Persia.
This is the hospital to which ‘Uday Saddām Hussayn was taken after the attempt on his life in 1996.  On 12 December of that year, ‘Uday was driving in Baghdad in his Porsche when another car pulled up alongside him and opened fire; it has since been speculated that the attempt was made on the orders of his younger brother Qusay.  Hit by eight bullets, he was taken to ‘Ibn Sina where despite several surgeries a bullet remained lodged in his spine.  ‘Uday was at first thought to be paralyzed, but eventually recovered his ability to walk with the aid of a Cuban medical team, albeit with a limp.  The incident was a turning point in the inner workings of the regime.  As a result of his consequent disabilities, Saddām gave Qusay more powers and, in 2000, designated Qusay as his heir over ‘Uday.
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In 2005 into 2006, the hospital was staffed by the 31st Combat Support Hospital, 2nd Medical Brigade.  It is presently the home of the 28th Combat Support Hospital, 3rd Medical Command, 44th Medical Brigade.  The 28th Combat Support Hospital was first constituted in May 1943 as the 28th Portable Surgical Hospital and was activated in June of that year at Ft. Meade, Maryland.  During World War II, the unit served in the Asia-Pacific Theater and participated in the China Defensive Campaign.  Their nickname – “China Dragons” – stems from that campaign.  The 28th CSH was the first Army Hospital to be deployed and operational in support of Operation Desert Shield and ten .Operation Desert Storm.
“Little Venice”

The neighborhood along the River between the USAID Compound and the Palace is known as “Little Venice.”  The most sylvan area of the IZ, it is the home to a number of villas which formerly housed the crème-de-la-crème of the Ba’athist regime.  The villas sit amid parks and a series of interlaced artificial lakes, fountains and water courses, from which the nickname is derived.

At the far north end is the Chancery of the U.S. Embassy.  It offers a variety of services including passport renewal and replacement, visa issuance, and a notary public.  The houses that run to the south are presently the private homes of a number of Iraqi government officials.  Because most of the residents are “Tier 1,” access to the area is tightly controlled.
One of the southern-most residences is also the most notorious.  One of ‘Uday’s many Baghdad houses, it sat along a large kidney-shaped pond.  What distinguishes it from its neighbors, though, is the large stone movie screen on the side opposite the back of the house.  It was here that ‘Uday liked to hold outdoor screenings of his extensive private pornography collection for his friends.
Former US Embassy Compound
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Built toward the end of the monarchal period, the former US Embassy complex skirts the north side of the present US Embassy Annex and is across the street from Believer’s Palace.  

Just to the north of the large gate that straddles the road in front of the Bunker Palace, it is a complex of three large white buildings that, up until the early 1970s, housed the US Embassy.  When the US fell out of favor with many of the Arab Countries over the Arab-Israeli conflict in the mid-1970s, the US Ambassador was kicked out of the country and the property ransacked for everything, including doorknobs and plumbing fixtures. 
Still legally U.S. soil, the property stood untouched in the ensuing years despite its prime location.  All that is left at present are the main office area, staff quarters and, on the waterfront, the Ambassador’s house.  The grounds are largely overgrown and the buildings totally gutted.
FOB Freedom
Located near the north foot of the14th of July Bridge (q.v.), FOB Freedom (al-Huriyyah) is another coalition military base, the smallest in the International Zone.  The grounds are home to the home of the former Iraqi Military Officers Club, which is now called “Freedom Rest” and is available only for military personnel on their four day leave; access to the compound and pool is limited to those with a completed DA 31 leave form. 
The main road ends in a small cluster of buildings that used to house the base TOC.  In January 2005, the FOB became home to the California Army National Guard’s 1st Battalion, 184th Infantry Regiment (1/184th).  The Battalion, headquartered in Modesto, California, recorded the most soldiers killed in action of any California unit in Iraq.
To the left is a small collection of local shops, including one with a large DVD collection and a small restaurant which is on-again-off-again.  It was reported in July 2005 in the L.A. Times that some members from one Company collected unauthorized, off-the-books "rent" from these Iraqi-owned businesses to raise money for a "soldiers fund."
Their presence lingered on after they left in January 2006 – several of the local Iraqi children are still capable of swearing like … well … sailors … in heavily Mexican-accented Spanish.

On the Skyline

A number of buildings dot the horizon as seen from the Green Zone.  While tantalizingly close, because of the current security situation many GZ occupants will never do more than glimpse them from afar.  Among the more prominent are (clockwise, beginning due East from the Palace):
Palestine Hotel
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The Palestine Meridien Hotel is an 18-story hotel in Baghdad’s as-Sadun District, just across the river from the IZ .  It has long been favored by journalists and media personnel.

The hotel was built in 1982 by the French hotel chain Le Meridien. It was one of a chain of five-star hotels of the same name across the Middle East.  Starting with the 1991 Gulf War and continuing through the 2003 invasion of Iraq, this was one of several hotels Western and other foreign media used to base their coverage operations in Iraq.  It faces the 14th of Ramadhan Mosque, a favorite backdrop of CNN’s “Live from Baghdad” broadcasts.
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A controversial incident occurred during the 2003 invasion of Baghdad.  On 8 April 2003, the hotel was fired upon by an American tank shell, killing two journalists.  On 27 May 2003, the so-called “Committee to Protect Journalists” (CPJ) published a report of their investigation into the shelling.  After interviewing "about a dozen reporters who were at the scene, including two embedded journalists who monitored the military radio traffic before and after the shelling occurred," the CPJ determined that the facts suggest that the "attack on the journalists, while not deliberate, was avoidable.”  The CPJ determined that the tank thought it was firing upon an Iraqi forward artillery observer when it hit the hotel.   The report went on to say "CPJ has learned that Pentagon officials, as well as commanders on the ground in Baghdad, knew that the Palestine Hotel was full of international journalists and were intent on not hitting it."
Being a soft, highly visible target, the hotel periodically comes under attack by the Iraqi insurgency; like the ar-Rashīd it is susceptible to mortar and rocket fire. On 24 October 2005, a cement mixer VBIED detonated beside the hotel after breaching the defensive T-wall ring around it.
Sheraton Hotel
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The Sheraton Ishtar is the tallest building in Baghdad, and the tallest structure in Iraq after the International Saddām Tower.  It’s located just south of the Palestine Hotel, and is named for the Babylonian goddess and the famous Ishtar Gate of Babylon.
Despite its name, the hotel has had nothing to do with the Sheraton Hotel chain for more than a decade.  The Iraqi government confiscated the property during the 1991 Gulf War and the name has been used without permission ever since.
After it was opened in 1982, the Sheraton Ishtar was one of the most popular hotels in Baghdad.  This changed after the Gulf War and the 2003 invasion of Iraq.  
While the hotel was briefly popular after the invasion with foreign journalists and contractors, its occupancy level has dropped sharply.  This may be due in part to the worsening violence in Iraq, or perhaps more to journalistic preference for the camera shots available from the Palestine Hotel across the street.
Babylon Hotel

Located south of the 14th of July Bridge right on the river between Ammar bin Yasir Street and Abu Nuwas Street (often called “River Road”), the Hotel sits on the river directly south of the new U.S. Embassy grounds.  It was 300 rooms, and 16 floors, and its architecture is supposed to recall that of ancient Babylon.  Formerly the site of a number of conferences, the present touchy security situation has meant that it sits largely idle.
Masjids

While a number of large mosques (“masjid”) are viewable on the IZ horizon, three of them stand out: the “Mother of All Battles Mosque” (Arabic: ‘Umm al-Ma’arik), the ar-Rahman Mosque, and the Saddām the Great (“al-Kabīr”) Mosque.  The construction of both these latter two masjids was interrupted by the war, and the abandoned, rusting construction cranes still stand silent guard over the sites.
These three were part of a mosque-building frenzy that, the former Information Ministry proudly declared, was on a scale that no Arab leader has undertaken since the days of the great Abbasid caliphs who ruled the Arab world from Baghdad until the middle of the 13th Century.  Saddām set out to make Baghdad the undisputed center of Islamic architecture, as it was under the Abbasids, and the only thing that has stopped him from building the mosques even bigger, the officials said, was a concern not to outstrip the Islamic holy places in Makkah and al-Madinah, Saudi Arabia.
Mother of All Battles Mosque
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The “Mother of all Battles” Mosque was begun on Saddām’s birthday as a monument to the Persian Gulf War of 1991, when supposedly the Ba'ath regime emerged victorious over the United States and its allies.   Like the Victory Arch monument, the mosque symbolized a denial of military defeat and of the massive destruction to Iraqi infrastructure.  This white limestone and blue mosaic Islamic-kitsch mosque was completed in 2001 in time for Saddām 's birthday.

Its outer four minarets look like the barrels of Kalashnikov rifles pointed skywards; they are each 43 meters (140 ft) high to mark the "43 days of US aggression.”  The inner four look like Scud missiles, and are 37 meters (120 ft) high, to represent the year of Saddām's birth: 1937.  They number 4, for the fourth month, April; and 28 water jets in the pool beneath the minarets, stand for the 28th day — all in all, the 37-4-28, for April 28, 1937, Saddām’s birthday.
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The large reflecting pool on the northwest side is shaped like the Arab world, with a pavilion representing the holy city of Makkah; water was chosen as a medium since “water has no political boundaries, and neither will the Islamic world.”   At the top of the south pool is a 24 ft-wide mosaic blob: Saddām's thumb​print.  Inside the thumbprint is a magnified version of Saddām's signature. 

To prove his Islamic faith, Saddām displayed within the mosque a copy of the Qur’ān written by renowned calligrapher Abbas al-Baghdadi, in Saddām’s own blood -- 28 liters (50 pints) of blood, to be exact, said to have been donated over two years -- which had been mixed with ink and preservatives, producing a red and brown color with a tinge of blue..  This consubstantiation of the blood of the cult leader with the words of the Qur’an spells out the sacredness of his own blood.   The gesture connotes sacrifice in the name of Islamic belief, the very thing that he encouraged in his armies.
After Liberation, it was renamed the “Mother of All Villages” Mosque – ‘Umm al-Qurra – a nickname of the holy city of Makkah.  It has since become a hotbed of Sunni opposition to the present government; the Imam – Shaykh Harith al-Dhari – is also head of the Association of Muslim Scholars.  The mosque was the site of the 2006 kidnapping of four Christian Peacemaker Team associates who were leaving a meeting there with the Association.
A few miles from the Mother of All Battles Mosque, two others rise on the horizon that dwarf it and are the most easily spied from almost any vantage point in the northern IZ.  One -- five times the size of the Mother of All Battles Mosque and to the east of the IZ -- was to be known as the Mosque of Saddām the Great; the other, the almost-completed ar-Rahman Mosque.

Ar-Rahman Mosque [33°18'41.21" N 44°20'58.41"E]
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The "ar-Rahman Mosque" (meaning "the Most Merciful," one of the 99 attributes of Allah, and not to be confused with the mosque of the same name in Sadr City) was built on the site of a former horse racetrack in the al-Mansur District.  The building is 750 feet across (250 meters) and occupies 11 acres. 
 It is the most noticeable building on the eastern skyline of the IZ because of its shape – it features a huge central dome, 8 auxiliary domes each with eight half-domes, and looks a bit like a beehive – as well as the cranes that still loom over it.  
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It was scheduled to be completed in 2004, at which time it would have been the second largest mosque in Iraq.  The Shi’i Hawza assumed control of the mosque within days after the fall of the regime.  In April 2003, Shiite Muslims held prayers at the mosque, and chanted in one voice, "Muslims: Not Sunna or Shi’at."

Because it was never officially consecrated as a masjid, because it would still cost a significant amount of money to complete, and because of its close association with Saddām, the present government has been wrestling with what to do with the place.  One proposal by the Ministry of Construction, which was actually studied before being discarded as unfeasible, was to turn the domes into a series of apartment complexes.

Saddām the Great Mosque [33°19'29.98" N 44°22'13.60"E]
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The Saddām the Great Mosque is visible in skeleton form on the bulldozed plain that used to be the old Baghdad airport.  Begun in 1998, it was due to be completed in 2015.  While on the horizon it looks much smaller than the ar-Rahman Mosque, that’s because only the six support piers for the central dome had been completed before the start of the war.  

It was to be the largest mosque in the world after the Holy Mosque in Makkah and the Mosque in al-Madinah, Saudi Arabia.  It is visible from the IZ as a circle of huge concrete support pylons for the central dome, interspersed with several derelict construction cranes. 

Route Irish

“Route Irish” is the nickname of the 12 kilometer stretch of east-west highway linking the Green Zone to Baghdad International Airport.  The highway is a four-lane road with a 50 meter wide median, and was formally named by Jane’s Defense Weekly as “the Most Dangerous Road in the World.”  
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Like everything in the IZ, there are differing versions as to just how it got its name.  The most widely accepted explanation is that highway gets its moniker from the fact that beginning in January 2005, the “Irish Brigade” was given the job of safeguarding the route.  The Irish Brigade, known as the "Fighting 69th," is the 69th Light Infantry Regiment of the U.S. National Guard, a unit descended from the 69th  New York State Volunteers, formed at the beginning of the American Civil War.

An alternate, and less popular version, notes that many of the main supply routes (MSRs) and alternate supply routes (ASRs) in and around Baghdad are named after sports teams; for example, Route Predators, Route Cardinals and Route Senators.  Under this theory, Route Irish is actually named after the Fighting Irish of the University of Notre Dame.
Between 1 November 2004 and 12 March 2005, there were 135 attacks or hostile incidents that occurred along Route Irish.  These included 9 complex attacks, 19 explosive devices found, 3 hand grenades, 7 indirect fire attacks, 19 roadside explosions, 14 RPGs, 15 VBIEDs, and 4 other types of attacks. 

The attack density for the period 1 November 2004 to 12 March 2005 was 11.25 attacks per mile, or a minimum of one attack per day along Route Irish since November.  The highest concentration of IED attacks occurs at 1000 hours, with the second highest concentration of attacks occurring at 1600 hours.  These times corresponded to convoys departing from or arriving at the Victory Base complex adjacent to the airport, the largest Coalition military facility in Baghdad.  

Route Irish has six major intersections.  Each of these has been assigned a corresponding checkpoint number by Coalition Forces to facilitate command and control.  Entry Control Point 1 (ECP 1) is located at one end of the highway near Baghdad International Airport. Checkpoints 539-543 follow the road east going into downtown.  The point at which the highway enters the IZ is known as Checkpoint 12.

While still the subject of considerable hype, Irish has pretty much been cleaned up since the Summer of 2005.  The number of incidents has dropped considerably, some might say precipitously, so that driving Irish is now probably safer than driving out in the Red Zone.
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As a visual journey, the road doesn’t have much to recommend it.  It begins with a large sculpture of a “Winged Man” – nicknamed “the Angel” by security forces that travel the route every day.  Made by Iraqi sculpture Badri as-Sammarah, it commemorates poet and inventor ‘Abbas Qasim ibn Firnās (810–887 a.d.)(Arabic: العباس بن فرناس).  ‘Abbas was an Andalusian-Arab humanitarian, tech​nologist, and chemist who lived in the Umayyad Caliphate of Córdoba, in present-day southern Spain.  
‘Abbas formulated theories of human flight in the 9th century and conducted experiments on aerodynamics.  In 875, at an age of 65, he built his own glider, and launched himself from a mountain.  The flight was largely successful, and was widely observed by a crowd that he had invited.  However, the landing was bad; he injured his back, and left critics saying he hadn't taken proper account of the way birds pull up into a stall, and land on their tails. 
Much in the same way Western countries credit the Wright Brothers with the manned flight, so too do Arab countries credit ‘Abbas -- although his flight was not powered.  The Libyans produced a postage stamp honoring him, and in Baghdad – besides the statue on Route Irish – the ‘Ibn Firnas Airport to the north of Baghdad is named for him.  In addition, the ‘Ibn Firnas crater on the Moon – a lunar impact crater on the far side at 6.8° N, 122.3° E -- is also named in his honor.

�As an aside, it is worth noting that H+H is probably more notoriously known for the role it played in supplying Iraq's ballistic missile and gas centrifuge programs with equipment, components, and on-site expertise.  Two years after the company was founded in 1985, the Iraqi government secretly acquired fifty-percent of the.  H+H specialized in the production of vertical flow-forming machines, which make thin-walled, pressure resistant precision tubes useful to military weapons programs. Such lightweight, pressure resistant, tubes have been particularly useful in ballistic missile and gas centrifuge programs..  H+H provided key assistance to Iraq's gas centrifuge program.  It supplied the program with machine tools and technical assistance, and acted as a procurement agent and facilitated the transfer of expertise to the Iraqi centrifuge program by German centrifuge experts.   In addition, H+H provided items to Iraq's ballistic missile program to increase the range of its missiles, most notably the SCUD-B al-Hussayn and al-Abbas missiles.  H+H also contributed to "Project 1728," which was aimed at the domestic manufacture of a three-stage intercontinental missile, called the al-Abid.  The company’s senior officials were all brought to trial in 1994 and found guilty of numerous violations of German export control laws. 


�Moving roughly from west to east, then south to north.  The term “palace” is local term of art; it usually refers to one of the large, monumental buildings constructed by Saddam after 1980 and used for personal or government business.


�The facility served as the home to the 1st Battalion, 153rd Infantry Regiment, 39th Infantry Brigade during its deployment in support of OIF-II, and was attached to the 3rd BCT, 1st Cavalry Division.


�Nebuchadnezzar II (r. 605-562 b.c.), also called “the Great,” was the greatest king of Babylon during the Chaldean Dynasty and built the Hanging Gardens of Babylon.


�Running roughly from north to south, and west to east.  The survey begins at the ar-Rashid Hotel, moves down 14th of July Avenue, turns northeast at ‘Uman Circle, runs to Haifa Street, turns south along Haifa Street, past the Palace to 14th of July Circle, and then towards the 14th of July Bridge .
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